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Congratulatory Message

As the President Bishop of the Korean
Methodist Church, I am blessed and
grateful to send this congratulatory
message - in this gathering of the eastern
area pastors and lay members of the Korean
United Methodist Church, commemorating Rev. Henry G.
Appenzeller and his dedicated service for Korea. Through
this commemoration of the 130th Anniversary of Rev.
Appenzeller's mission, I would like all of us to know better
who he was and how much fruit his mission has produced.

There are a couple of more wonderful servants of God who
had paved the road for Rev. Appenzeller to come to Korea
and proclaimed the Good News to Koreans. In this light, I
want you to remember Rev. John F. Goucher and
Missionary Robert S. Maclay and their good work and
passion for overseas mission. Also, I would like to mention
Ms. Mary Scranton and her son, Rev. William Scranton who
came to Korea a little later than Rev. Appenzeller dedicated
their lives for Korean mission.

From various places and time, these servants of God were
called for Korea. At that time, there was no hope, no light in
Korea politically, economically and spiritually. However,
God warmed their hearts and enabled them to see light

The officers and directors of the General

Board of Global Ministries are pleased to
join the New York and New Jersey Korean United
Methodist Association in celebrating the 130th anniversary
of the arrival in Korea of Missionaries Henry G. and Ella
Dodge Appenzeller. Their presence marked the beginning of
Methodism in Korea. The Appenzeller family would
contribute greatly to the spiritual and social welfare of
Korea. They continue to be remembered as honored
members of the missionary community of what is now
Global Ministries, the worldwide mission agency of The
United Methodist Church. The school that the Rev.
Appenzeller founded in 1885 exists today as do
congregations he organized after Christian evangelism
became legal in Korea in 1887. He translated the Holy Bible
into a Korean version usable for ordinary people; he started
a Korean language publishing house and bookstore. The
Appenzeller mission philosophy included education for
women, training in technology, and experimentation with
democratic systems. Though an educator and pastor by
training, Rev. Appenzeller and his colleagues worked to
improve health service, being especially effective in saving
many lives in the cholera epidemic of 1895.
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where there was no light. In this faith, they worked together
and didn't hesitated risking their lives. Truly, faith is being
sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
This is what the ancients were commended for. (Hebrews
11:1-2)

As by faith they offered what were asked by God for
Kroean mission, so by faith we want to commemorate them
and move forward. On the soil of their dedication, the
Korean Methodist Church has grown to be the leading
church which has 6,500 local congregations with about 1.5
million members in 130 years.

As the gospel was passed on to us through overseas
churches like United Methodist Church, we feel obliged to
pass this gospel to as many countries and people of the
world as possible. Up to this time, Korean Methodist
Church has sent about 1,100 missionaries to more than 72
countries. We pray and work hard to do more and I want
you pray for us. Thank you for being a good model for us.
May God bless United Methodist Church and each local
congregations as he did and now and forever.

President Bishop Yong Jai Jun
The Korean Methodist Church

=N

General Board of Global Ministries
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115
212-870-3600 / umcmission.org
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Henry G. Appenzeller’s untimely death in a boating
accident on June 11, 1902 deprived the church of one of its
mission pioneers in Asia. He was only 44, and on his way to
a meeting of the Korean Bible translation committee. His
memory shines brightly in the Methodist pantheon of
mission saints. His legacy has multiple courses. Two of his
children became educators in Korea, his daughter Alice as
president of Ewha University and his son Henry as a leader
at Paichai School, started by his father.

The Appenzeller legacy also lives in the faithful lives of
millions of Korean Methodists over the decades and today,
both in Korea and around the world, including those
gathered on October 4, 2015 at the First Flushing Korean
United Methodist Church in New York City.

We thank God for Henry and Ella Appenzeller, for their
witness and courage, and for the faithful discipleship of the
many Methodist people of Korean ancestry past and
present.

In mission together,

Thomas Kemper
General Secretary
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On behalf of the faculty and students of
The Theological School at Drew
University, Dean Viera expresses deepest
gratitude for the mission of Reverend
Appenzeller.

Over the past 130 years, the Korean community has
continually blessed Drew and the larger church in both
intellectual and spiritual enterprises. We pray and give
thanks for the relationships and support that have been born
out of Reverend Appenzeller's life work, and we are thrilled
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that the Korean Unite Methodist Churches are gathering to
celebrate this legacy.

The Rev. Dr. Javier Viera
Dean, The Theological School, Drew University
Professor of Pastoral Theology
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